
ATTACHMENT 1 
Draft October 2017 

Finn Hill Neighborhood Plan- Draft  50 

 

 

66

Lake 

Washington 

IIIII Desired Bike Route NewW/Neighborhood Plan Interstate - Park 

• • Bike Route Recommended in TMP 

- Existing Bike Route 

-- Streams 

- Arte rial /Collector c=J Wetlands 

-- Neighborhood Access D Lakes 

- School 

--- p.,,k 

N 

A 

Juanita ,,, 
P.ark 

1 inch= 2,000 feet 
Produced by lheC ityofKilld .and. 

®2015, the City of Kirk l~nd, .iN rights reserved 
Now.arranhs tof.Jny sort. inclu,jngbut notllmh d 

I 

1o .accuracy. fitness or merchanlab~ity. accompany this prod oct 

Figure 7.5 Finn Hill Priority Bike Routes 
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Goal FH-15: Expand safe and comfortable bicycle connections 
throughout the neighborhood and to surrounding areas.  

Safety, user friendliness, and connectivity are key concerns that residents have regarding Finn 

Hill’s bicycle routes and facilities. Safe bicycle access within and through the neighborhood is a 

high priority. Approaches to address safety include creating separated bicycle lanes (including 

painted buffers and physical separation) and implementing Neighborhood Greenways on 

residential streets that are connected to bicycle facilities on major arterials. The implementation 

of these policies can be monitored under the performance measures and action items related to 

in the Transportation Element of the Comprehensive Plan. 

Policy FH-15.1: Improve bicycle connections to destinations within the 
neighborhood (parks, transit facilities, schools, and shopping areas) and 

to trail systems outside of Finn Hill.  

Similar to providing pedestrian trails and sidewalks discussed above, a priority for the 

neighborhood is to provide a bicycle system to be able to travel throughout the neighborhood to 

key destinations. Providing safe bicycle and intersection facilities to allow children and parents to 

travel to and from school reduces vehicle traffic around schools and neighborhood is a high 

priority.  

 

Policy FH-15.2: Establish neighborhood greenways throughout the 
neighborhood. 

 

Neighborhood Greenways are designated residential streets, generally off main arterials, with low 
volumes of vehicular traffic and low speeds where people who walk and bike are given priority.   

Policy FH-15.3: Determine the needs of commuter and recreational bike 
rider groups.  

 

The Finn Hill residents have identified two different types of bicycle routes and facilities: 

commuter and recreational bicycle facilities. These facilities may require specific bicycle amenities 

(e.g. repair stations, directional signs) along existing and proposed routes to support ridership. 

Residents would like to improve the connectivity of Finn Hill’s bicycle routes within the 

neighborhood and to the broader trail network. Bicycle facilities should connect to parks and 

amenities within Finn Hill. Bike facilities should also connect to other regional trail systems outside 

of Finn Hill (Lake Washington Loop Trail, Burke Gilman, Cross Kirkland Corridor, and Sammamish 

River Trail). Incorporating the pedestrian and bicycle connections and facility needs for Finn Hill 

in the Active Transportation Plan is a priority. The City should explore ways to expedite 

improvements. 

Policy FH-15.4: Explore public pedestrian and bicycle easements across 
properties to complete the trail system. 
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During the development review process, there may be opportunities to acquire public access 

easements across private property to provide pedestrian and bike trail connections to pedestrian 

and bicycle networks.  

Transit Service 

The Finn Hill neighborhood is served by public transit in the northwest corner via King County 

Metro bus route 234. Finn Hill residents expressed interest in a more extensive neighborhood 

transit system (See Figure 7.4). Additional transit options may benefit the community by assisting 

the aging population, increasing connectivity to transit hubs, and providing alternative transit 

services for commuters.  

The current low density land use and development pattern in the Finn Hill neighborhood makes 

it difficult to sustain additional fixed-route transit service because the ridership is lower than many 

other transit routes operated by King County Metro Transit. The City of Kirkland will continue to 

advocate for better transit solutions for the neighborhood. This includes new approaches to transit 

that do not rely on fixed bus routes, such as King County Metro’s Neighborhood Connections 

program which provides small-scale flexible transit programs.  
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Goal FH-16: Prioritize investments in the neighborhood toward 
increasing Public Transit options. 

Considering the low density land use pattern, the City should support alternative transit options. 

Pedestrian and bicycle networks linked to neighborhood destinations such as commercial areas, 

parks and schools support transit use. Providing transit amenities such as frequent service, 

inviting bus shelters, bus stops in key safe neighborhood activity areas with easy pedestrian 

access encourage more transit use.   

Policy FH-16.1 Work with transit agencies and other providers to 

connect transit within Finn Hill’s two commercial areas to surrounding 

transit centers outside the neighborhood. 

The City and King County Metro should prioritize and coordinate infrastructure and needed density 

to support increased transit service to the two commercial areas in Finn Hill. The commercial 

areas serve as focal points for the neighborhood providing goods and services, are surrounded 

by higher density residential housing and nearby parks and located along a major north/south 

corridor.  

Policy FH-16.2: Explore alternative modes of transportation or research 

transit service options suitable for lower-density areas of the 

neighborhood (e.g. shuttles, car shares, vanpools).  

In lower density areas not sufficient to support transit service, alternative modes of transit service, 

ride shares, or shuttles should be explored to link people together with commercial areas, schools, 

and parks.  
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